
26	Unsolicited	Relationship	Advice

By	 Dr	 Oddy	 @Omotookeodewole	 (you	 can	
follow	him	on	Twitter	at	same	handle)

As	 a	 reforming	 toxic	 partner,	 let	 me	 share	
some	unsolicited	advice	with	you	all

2.	Reverse	psychology	 is	 for	 little	 secondary	
school	kids

7.	Love	your	partner	the	way	they	want	to	be	
loved	in	addition	to	how	you	want	to	be	loved

3.	 When	 your	 partner	 says	 you	 hurt	 them,	
don't	be	hurt	by	them	telling	you	that	you	hurt	
them.	 Acknowledge,	 listen,	 apologize	 and	
resolve	not	to	hurt	them	that	way	again

6.	Learn	 to	 control	 your	 temper	–	Dami	 this	
one	is	for	you.

5.	Silent	treatment	is	for	idiots	–	I	used	to	be	
one.	If	you're	too	angry	or	upset	to	talk,	simply	
say	I'm	too	upset	to	talk	right	now,	l'd	like	to	be	
left	alone	for	a	while.	I'll	let	you	know	when	I'm	
calmer.

4.	When	your	partner	hurts	you,	tell	them	they	
hurt	 you	 ASAP	 in	 the	 most	 peaceful,	 non-
confrontational	way

1.	When	 your	partner	 calls	 you	 out	 on	 your	
bullshit	 –	 own	 it	 and	 apologize.	 Apologize	
genuinely	 and	 make	 efforts	 to	 change	 the	
bullshit.

Continue	on	Page

9.	Date	night	is	important.	Go	to	a	movie	–	then	
a	meal	afterwards,	talk	about	the	movie,	gossip	
about	your	friends,	talk	about	your	fears,	the	
past,	the	future.	Gossip	about	the	people	in	the	
restaurant	etc.	Random	kisses	and	hugs,	bum	
slaps.	Be	spontaneous

13.	No	one	is	a	fucking	mind	reader	–	express	
yourself,	use	 your	words.	 You're	 not	 a	 child,	
Talkkkkk.

15.	Accept	that	your	partner	might	be	smarter	
than	you	in	some	aspects,	use	their	strength	to	
your	advantage	and	vice	versa.

10.	Share	funny	stuffs,	intelligent	stuffs,	sexual	
stuffs,	any	interesting	stuff	with	each	other.

11.	Don't	try	to	shove	your	beliefs	down	your	
partner's	throat.	Live	and	let	live.

12.	Be	kind	especially	when	they're	in	a	place	
that	is	low.	Encourage.	Use	your	words	more.

14.	Practice	honesty	and	empathy.	There	is	a	
balance,	trust	me.

8.	Listen	to	your	partner,	especially	if	it's	their	
field.	 E.g.-	 I	 defer	 to	 Odunayo	 on	 all	 things	
automobile,	 handyman	 things	 and	 human	
relationships.	 I	 noticed	 that	 when	 we	 don't	
take	each	other's	advice,	ó	má	ń	di	(it	ends	in)	
had	I	known.

16.	 After	 talking	 a	 few	 times,	 allows	 your	
partner	 make	 that	 mistake,	 be	 there	 to	
comfort	them	when	it	doesn't	work	out.	“I	told	
You”	so	can	always	come	later.

How	Powerful	is	Your	Contact	List?

So	the	strength	of	your	contact	list,	is	simply	

the	number	of	people	who	know	you	and	you	

know	multiply	by	their	quality	(on	a	scale	of	0	

to	5,	how	far	these	people	can	go	for	you	on	a	

business	level).	You	might	have	250	Contacts	

and	only	50	know	you,	and	out	of	those	50	just	

one	quality	(a	scale	of	above	3)	contact	who	

probably	 would	 respond	 to	 your	 first	 post.	

While	another	person	has	1000	contacts,	250	

know	him	and	no	quality	(a	scale	of	below	3)	

Here	is	a	test,	put	anything	on	your	WhatsApp	
status,	like	advert	for	people	to	buy	something	
or	for	people	to	help	with	a	job	or	download	an	
app	or	something	that	requires	people	to	part	
with	money	or	time,	then	watch	the	feedback	
you	 get.	 Then	 when	 the	 first	 one	 is	 over	
(24hrs)	post	something	funny	or	a	ridiculous	
story	or	gist	and	watch	how	many	feedbacks	
you	get.

What	 is	 a	 Contact	 List?	 Your	 contact	 list	 as	
exemplified	by	your	WhatsApp	status,	refers	
to	people	who	have	your	contact	and	who	you	
also	 have	 theirs.	 Having	 someone's	 contact	
doesn't	make	 them	part	of	 your	 contact	 list,	
unless	they	also	have	yours	too.	Think	about	it,	
you	might	have	your	Governor's	number	but	
does	 he	 have	 yours?	 “The	 quality	 of	 your	
contact	is	not	in	those	who	you	know	but	those	
who	you	know	that	also	know	you”.

The	 strength	 of	 your	 contact	 list	 is	 the	
feedbacks	you	get	from	both,	there	and	the	you	
would	 know	 if	 you	 have	 business	 minded	
people	 on	 your	 list	 or	 bunch	 of	 jokers,	who	
really	 don't	 care.	 However	 don't	 be	 too	
disappointed	 when	 you	 realize	 no	 one	
responded	to	first	post	while	the	second	got	as	
many	responses	as	possible.

·	Can	stand	as	referees	for	me

·	Can	rescue	me	when	you	need	to	be	rescued

·	Must	be	professionals	who	can	offer	their

services	on	demand

·	Can	invest	in	you

identify	with	things	because	you	recommended

·	Can	buy,	download,	share,	like,	watch,	read,

Have	 you	 ever	 been	 in	 a	 situation	 where	 you	 flip	
through	your	contact	and	you	realize	there	is	no	one	
to	call	for	help?	My	ideal	contact	list	should	have	at	
least	20%	who…

·	Can	help	me	with	your	Hustle

which	means	no	one	would	probably	respond	to	his	
first	question.

·	Can	recommend	me	for	opportunities

Image	source:	Google

The	 import	 of	 this	 is,	 you	 need	 to	 work	 on	 your	
contact	 list.	 At	 every	 opportunity,	 network,	 meet	
new	people	that	can	impact	on	your	life.	Don't	just	
take	people's	number;	make	extra	effort	 to	ensure	
they	save	yours.	Most	often	we	cannot	grow	beyond	
our	contacts.	The	truth	is	if	God	wants	to	elevate	you,	
He	uses	people	around	you,	now	ask	yourself	 “are	
you	surrounded	by	quality	people	who	can	be	used	
for	you?”

Most	 people	 in	 choice	 places,	 get	 there	 due	 to	
referrals,	 links,	 connections,	 suggestions	 etc.,	
someone	 they	 knew	made	 it	 happen.	 A	 colleague	
once	 said,	 when	 new	 people	 get	 into	 position	 of	
influence,	it	reflects	on	people	they	know.	Who	are	
those	 on	 your	 contact	 list?	 What	 efforts	 are	 you	
making	to	grow	your	network?

close	to	them,	my	friend	that	is	poverty

You	can't	know	someone	in	a	place	of

your	network	would	always	reflect	on	your

resources	work	for	you	and	that	includes

disguised	in	arrogance	talking.	Remember

it

actualization,	you	have	to	make	all	your

influence	and	say	you	don't	want	to	get

net-worth.	In	the	pursuit	of	better	living,

improved	earnings	and	dream

your	contacts.
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Mr.	A:	Yes	I	was	dating	three	sisters	but	I	didn't	have	sex	

with	Miss	B	at	the	time	however	both	Miss	K	and	Miss	F	

lost	their	virginity	to	me.	I	just	felt	Miss	B	was	all	I	have	

been	waiting	for.	I	felt	guilty	but	I	saw	it	as	fun	at	the	

same	 time,	 like	 I	 said	 I	 was	 young	 and	 foolish.	 My	

relationship	with	Miss	K	was	strained	by	distance	as	

school	became	tougher	I	stopped	writing	letters	and	

unfortunately	 there	were	 no	mobile	 phones	 then.	 I,	

Miss	F	and	Miss	B	practically	lived	in	the	same	house	

and	it	was	like	i	was	eating	my	cake	and	having	it	at	the	

same	time.	But	then	about	the	time.

It is one thing to fool one person, it is another to fool 
yourself but when you start believing you are fooling 
everyone else but yourself, then somewhere along the 
line, you have lost all sense of reality because in the end 
when reality comes knocking, you will realize you have 
been the fool all along.

Selahsomeone:	Two	sisters?	What	were	you	thinking?	
That's	a	taboo	you	know?

Mr.	A:	Yes	I	know	but	it	was	a	game	plan	just	that	it	went	
awkward.	 Anyways,	 things	 eventually	 got	 better	 to	
save	my	secret.	Miss	K,	got	admission	into	university,	
so	she	had	to	leave	us	at	the	polytechnic.	I	had	to	face	
Miss	F,	even	though	I	still	find	time	to	send	letters	to	
Miss	K.	When	Miss	K	 left,	 it	was	 like	 I	 lost	 the	most	
important	 person	 to	 me.	 On	 one	 weekend,	 Miss	 F	
showed	 up	 with	 another	 of	 their	 sister	 (miss	 B),	
apparently	she	came	to	rewrite	her	secondary	school	
cert	exams,	she	was	a	split	image	of	Miss	K	and	Miss	F,	
she	took	all	their	positives;	just	like	having	the	two	of	
them	all	rolled	up	into	one.	The	moment	our	eyes	met,	
it	was	like	love	at	 first	sight.	That	was	how	I	started	
having	 secret	 affair	 with	 Miss	 B.	 She	 was	 good	 at	
keeping	secrets	just	like	Miss	K,	even	though	she	was	
just	18years;	she	understood	how	I	felt	about…

Selahsomeone:	 Sorry	 to	 cut	 in…	 you	 are	 now	
practically	 dating	 three	 sisters?	 Taboo	 no	 longer	
qualifies	this,	not	that	I	am	judging	you	but	didn't	you	
feel	any	guilt	at	the	time?	Hope	the	relationships	were	
not	sensual?

Interview	With	a	Player	Part	2

This	is	my	interview	with	a	new	friend	of	mine;	he	
used	to	be	a	player,	a	heartbreaker	and	a	chronic	
womanizer.		You	are	welcome	to	the	series.	

Selahsomeone:	Wow!	This	is	not	funny.	That's	why	
the	saying	goes,	“a	thief	won't	get	lucky	every	time“.		
So	what	did	you	do?

Mr.	 A:	 As	 a	 player,	 I	 knew	 I	 had	 to	 find	my	 way	
around	the	scandal	and	the	first	thing	is	to	make	
sure	she	doesn't	leave.	When	you	allow	issue	to	get	
out	of	sight,	it	often	ends	up	getting	out	of	hands.	So	I	
locked	 the	 door,	 pulled	 her	 into	 the	 bedroom,	
leaving	 the	 sister	 in	 the	 sitting	 room,	 and	 then	
conjured	a	fool	proof	scope.

Selahsomeone:	 So	 Mr.	 A,	 you	 were	 dating	 two	
sisters 	 under	 same	 roof 	 and	 you	 were	
comfortable?

To	be	continued	

I	 thought	 the	 fun	 was	 just	 getting	 started	
something	very	bad	happened

Mr.	A:	I	wasn't	comfortable,	no!	Far	from	that	but	I	
felt	like	I	had	all	I	had	ever	wanted.	Everything	was	
kind	 of	 going	 in	 my	 favour.	 A	 girlfriend	 that	
provided	basic	necessities	(food,	money	and	sex),	
the	little	sister	that	gave	love	a	new	meaning	to	me	
and	I	was	really	doing	well	at	school,	I	was	best	in	
my	class	at	the	time.	That	was	like	everything	a	guy	
could	pray	for	at	that	 level	but	 like	I	said	when	I	
thought	 it	 could	 only	 get	 better	 something	 bad	
happened.

Sometimes	bad	things	bring	 the	best	comfort,	but	
even	with	 the	 comfort,	 it	 still	 doesn't	make	 them	
right.	 And	when	we	 lose	 ourselves	 in	 the	 bad,	we	
should	 be	 aware	 that	 there	 will	 always	 be	
consequences!

Selahsomeone:	 I	 doubt	 these	 were	 answered	
prayers	but	anyway,	what	had	happened?
Mr.	A:	While	growing	up,	being	the	only	child	of	my	
parents,	 there	were	some	habits	 I	picked	up	and	
one	of	them	was	keeping	a	diary.	Then	I	needed	to	
share	my	thoughts	with	someone	but	because	I	had	
no	one	close	enough,	I	shared	them	with	my	diary.	
So	on	this	faithful	day,	I	went	to	play	snookers	with	
my	friends,	so	I	left	Miss	F	and	Miss	B	at	home.	It	
was	always	a	nice	time	with	the	guys,	you	learn	new	
tricks,	 compare	 notes	 and	 share	 experiences.	 So	
often	 I	 get	 so	 involved	 that	 I	 lose	 track	 of	 time.
So	on	this	day,	I	came	back	home	late,	around	8pm	
to	find	Miss	F	packing	her	stuffs	while	Miss	B	stood	
there	crying.	I	wanted	to	ask	what	the	issue	was	but	
what	I	saw	shut	my	mouth.	There	laid	my	diary	on	
the	 desk	 in	 the	 sitting	 room.	 I	 remembered,	
keeping	my	diary	under	 the	bed,	where	 I	was	so	
sure	no	one	would	check.	But	here	it	was,	somehow,	
Miss	 F	 found	 it	 and	 read	 everything.	When	 I	 say	
everything;	 I	 mean	 everything…	 chasing	 Miss	 K,	
game	plan	that	led	me	to	Miss	F,	the	secret	affair	
with	Miss	K	and	my	love	declaration	for	Miss	B.

Dating	 Dami	must	 have	 really	 been	 eventful	
for	the	writer.	Some	ladies	are	like	that	really	
handful	 but	 the	 truth	 is	 this	 kind	 of	 ladies	
when	they	love,	the	give	love	wings	and	protect	
their	territory.

In	all,	these	are	beautiful	pieces	of	advice	you	
can	share	with	your	man	as	a	lady	and	also	pick	
your	lessons	too	especially	how	men	think.	To	
all	guys	reading	this,	you	can	get	the	best	out	of	
your	 lady	 if	 you	 are	more	 of	 a	 friend	 than	 a	
Man.

20.	Learn	to	say	I'm	sorry	and	mean	it.	Learn	to	
be	sorry.	Don't	be	a	douche.

22.	Don't	ever	compare	your	relationship	with	
others,	you	don't	know	what's	happening	with	
them.	Water	your	garden.

24.	Control	your	tongue	(Dami,	this	is	for	you)

26.	Don't	put	your	mouth	in	in-laws	business

Men	 trying	 to	 analyze	 women	 psychology,	
reasons	and	actions	are	hardly	accurate.	I	will	
always	advice,	with	women	ask	what	they	want	
however	 take	 time	 to	 study	 your	 partner's	
mood	because	mood	determines	 the	validity	
of	their	response.	With	ladies	there	is	no	'one	
size	fits	all'	way	of	handling	them.	Number	7	
amplifies	this.

Note:

19.	Invest	in	your	partner	emotionally

17.	Love	is	sacrificial

21.	No	marriage	/partnership	is	like	life.	Take	
the	good	you	see	from	others	and	implement.

25.	Sometimes,	all	you	need	to	be	is	a	listening	
ear,	a	shoulder	/pair	of	boobs	to	cry	on	and	a	
hugger,	not	a	solution	provider.

18.	Be	emotionally	intelligent

23. 	 Be	 accountable	 with	 your	 t ime, 	
whereabouts	etc.
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Follow	us	on	Instagram/Twitter	
@selahsomeone

Becoming	 little	 so	 that	 others	 can	 feel	
comfortable	around	you	is	not	humility,	it	
is	cowardice.	Be	you	for	you,	not	because	
you	 want	 to	 impress	 but	 because	 you	
appreciate	the	beauty	of	living	your	life.	
22/7/2016

The	 idea	 of	 well-behaved	 is	 that	 you	
conform	 to	 norms,	 uphold	 traditional	
beliefs	and	do	 things	 the	usual	way	but	
nothing	in	life	changing	comes	from	this.	
To	dream	big	you	have	to	open	your	mind	
to	taking	risks,	challenging	the	status	quo	
and	seeing	things	differently.	8/7/2016

That	moment	you	realized	you	have	said	
too	much	and	you	just	wished	you	could	
take	it	all	back	but	then	it	was	a	point	of	
no	 return.	 Here	 is	 how	 you	 avoid	 such	
moments,	 “don't	 let	 your	 adrenaline	
speak!”	6/7/2016

If	 he	 still	 prefers	 to	 answer	 to	 his	
nickname	 instead	 of	 his	 real	 name,	
believe	me	he	still	has	a	lot	of	growing	up	
to	do.	Dating	him	is	simple	child	abuse!	
8/7/2016

If	you	want	to	know	a	true	friend,	say	“No”	
to	your	friends	request	a	couple	of	times	
and	 see	 who	 amongst	 them	 still	 wait	
around!	7/7/2016

A	man	that	talks	too	much	will	definitely	
invite	too	much	than	he	can	handle	and	a	
lady	 that	 makes	 it	 a	 habit	 to	 say	
everything	 will	 have	 to	 deal	 with	
everything.	A	fish	with	a	closed	mouth	is	
safe	 from	 the	 fisherman's	 hook. 	
20/7/2016
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Friends have called me “because they are bored” and I 
never understood it. I'm not sure how it is possible to be 
bored, life itself presents infinite challenges and 
mysteries, but only finite amount of time to explore 
them. That's why having a focus is vital – we're all only 
given X amount of time to accomplish what we set forth, 
and you certainly cannot do everything.

Once you've found it, it's amazing and indescribable – no 
one can sway your thoughts and your concentration. 
When you know exactly what you want in life and what 
really drives you, you'll never again be bored, tired or 
unfulfilled. Seemingly boundless inspiration and 
motivation will be brought forward.

People who spend their free time engaged in a passion 
are happier, more creative and more dynamic in their 
personality than those who merely spend their time as 
consumers of vapid entertainment pop-culture. 
Getting sucked into that is a waste of life and (in my 
opinion) leaves smart people unfulfilled. It's essentially 
fast food for your brain – small amounts once in a while 
are fine, but I can't understand how people live off of it.

WRITTEN BY ADAM SINGER

It is the result of freeing yourself mentally and engaging 
your intellect. It is the result of breaking away from your 
peers and delving deeply into a niche. It is the result of 
focus, determination and motivation. It is the result of 
an internal drive that is unstoppable.

How do you find a passion? There's so many engaging, 
interesting and ultimately fulfilling things to spend your 
free time (and your work time) doing. The question is 
how can you not find a passion?

for knowledge, my desire to pursue independent 
learning and the fact that I can't stop reading and 
consuming information.

Do you come home from work and simply fall down in 
front of the TV where you spend your time until you 
sleep? If the answer is yes, perhaps you should 
consider living life yourself instead of by proxy. You're 
going to wake up one day regretting how you spent your 
limited time in existence. A human lifespan is but a 
cosmic blink when you consider the age of the Earth, 
our galaxy and the universe. It's precious, it's rare and it 
is happening right now. To waste it is to give up the 
ultimate gift.

If you haven't found it yet, that incredible spark and 
excitement for life, here's the reality: it isn't just going to 
randomly happen or fall into your lap. It isn't the result of 
lots of money, nor is it the result of chance and 
circumstance.

I feel like most of you reading here understand this, and 
if you do this post was not for you. It's for everyone who 
is living life by proxy and for those of you who haven't yet 
found a passion and embraced your true, creative self. It 
is not too late, you can do it.
Start today!

· Do you actually have any personal projects?

· Do you know exactly what you want in life?

· Are you refining/advancing your skills and knowledge

These are all big questions. But I guarantee you successful, 
motivated and passionate people not only answered yes to all 
of them instantly, but they even knew the what and why as well 
without much thought. If you didn't answer yes to all of these, it 
may be the day to rethink your life.

of something daily?

I'm 25 and know exactly what I want out of life and the ways I 

plan to achieve it. In fact, I've known for years. One of my peers 

told me, that “I'm lucky to have found something I'm passionate 

about.” I disagree with that. I'm not “lucky” to have found it at all, 

it was a combination of my unquenchable thirst 

· Do you have a passion?

Twenty is the formative age for success, the further you move 
away from this age the more pressured you get to succeed. 
However, there are some life facts that you need to know as 
you approach this age if you want to be really successful. I 
implore you to carefully read this article.

What You Do Defines Who You Are (and What You Get Out of 
Life)

We've all got that friend – the one who is always talking big, like 
they're going to start this amazing new company, write an 
inspiring novel or change the world. In fact we probably have 
more than one friend we hear constantly talking about big 
future plans.

The problem I have noticed with not all, but many of my peers 
(20-somethings) is follow-through. Ideas are everywhere, 
but motivation is seemingly nonexistent. Life doesn't start 
tomorrow, life is happening right now. Successful people 
know this and are focused on achieving their dreams and 
goals 24/7.It's more than an obsession and a passion, it's what 
they are living. Instead of talking, they're doing.

Does what you're doing at your day job support your overall life 
goals?

· Are you equally excited for personal projects as you

are projects at work?

How	many	words	can	you	form	from	this?
Word	Challenge

Form	more	 than	60words	and	win	a	prize	 from	
Selah.

with	your	phone	number	and	name.

How	to	Win
Send	your	words	to	 	selahsgroup@gmail.com
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People will talk, no matter what you do so give them 
something worthwhile to talk about and as the icing on 
the cake, excel and keep them wondering how you did 
it.a

You would have to decide whether to give in to “what 
people will say” or to pursue what you want to become 
with all you have got!

would have wagged with lots of negative comments, 
close allies would probably distance themselves, while 
family members would most likely have written them 
off.

Some years back, 1999 to be precise, I was still in 
Polytechnic (Ogun State Polytechnic) then, a sport 
seminar was organized by Sport Writers Association of 
Nigeria (SWAN) Ogun State chapter and one of the 
speakers was Larry Izamoje. I remember when he 
mounted the stage and said the way forward for Sport 
journalism was to establish a sport radio and TV station, 
others who came on stage after him rather than focus 
on what other ways forward, they spent time on the 
stage talking about why a sport radio and TV station 
would not work. Today as you know, Dr. Lazzy Izamoje 
owns the first Sport radio station (Brilla FM opened in 
2002) in Lagos Nigeria which has now spread to several 
states of the country. What if Larry was worried about 
what other journalists said that day, would he be where 
he is today?

So what? After your master's degree you decide you 
want to become a makeup artist or after your first 
degree you decided you want to explore music or you 
decide to resign from a lucrative job to start your own 
small business or you decide to become a fashion 
designer while still in school or you dropped out of 
school to learn a trade etc. Yes! People will talk, so many 
demoralizing utterances and dream killing words 
would be said but you would have to decide whether to 
give in to “what people will say” or to pursue what you 
want to become with all you have got.

What Will People Say?

Making your dreams come true would most likely get you 
into the bad books of so many people!

In Nigeria, like most parts of Africa, kids are raised not just 
by the immediate family but also by the extended family, 
leading to children comparison and parents competition, 
hence the first fear most of us grew up with was the fear of 
“what will people say”. I remember back then, whenever I 
wanted to do something out of the usual, my mum would 
scream, “Eh! Don't do it o, what will people say or do you want 
them to make fun of us?” This to a large extent acted as a 
braking system that helped curbed so many of my excesses 
but then it also limited the use of my creativity and my talent 
growth.

Recently, I made a new friend that I took it upon myself to 
push till she fully discovers herself, she is a bundle of 
potentials but she has practically grounded her creativity 
and personal growth because she is more afraid of what 
people will say or think than what will happen if she is not 
fulfilled. In fact, like many of us do, 'she helps others think 
(mostly negative thoughts) what they are likely to think of 
her actions'. She automatically kills her own morale with 
thoughts that are unfounded. Like I said earlier, the fear of 
what people will is not all that bad especially, when it helps 
us to curb our excesses but it becomes very dangerous 
when it starts to limit our potentials. It is said that the 
greatest prison people live in, is the fear of what other 
people would think or say about them.

Image Source: Instagram @coach.kbanks

Making your dreams come true would most likely get you into 

the bad books of so many people; families, friends and even 

colleagues but if your desire is to break new grounds you 

wouldn't really care what people will say. Have you ever 

stopped to imagine what people would have said when Obama 

said he wanted to run for US president or when Bill gate and 

Steve Jobs dropped out of college or when Col. Sanders at his 

old age opted to go into frying chicken or when Marshall Bruce 

Mathers III (Eminem) a white boy said he wanted to do rap 

songs (African American's music) etc? I am sure tongues 

Academic Grades; What they say about your future?

Success is not the amount of cash you have but the value 
you are able to add to yourself and to the world around 
you. Someone once said, “Wealth has nothing to do with 
bank balance but has everything to do with how long one 
can survive after the loss of one's main source of 
income”. Many earn good and project a picture of envy but 
soon after loss of job or retirement, they become exactly 
opposite of what they used to be. However, someone who 
adds value even when out of job, his or her creative value 
would always make way for him or her.

Contrary to what we were taught, academic excellence 
is not same as life success. What comes after the age of 
25 is what determines success. I need not tell you that 
the best and most successful entrepreneurs are either 
college drop-outs or 3rd class university graduates. 
This is not to say that first class graduates are not doing 
very well, however, generally academic success leads 
to a kind of nonchalant attitude and a feeling of 
overconfidence which often leads to a life of 30days 
make one salary.

Let me share my own person experience with you.  I 
graduated from a University in Nigeria and in my set till 
date the most successful person is a guy who finished 
with Pass grade. Having realized his academic 
deficiencies, he went into business, from getting motor 
spare parts on order for people to importing and 
clearing assistance. Now he is a big motor dealer with 
quite a number of outlets in the South West Nigeria.  In 
my secondary school days, (Boys only Secondary 
school) Jide didn't make a single paper. I recall when he 
went to collect his Secondary School Certificate result 
he was told to write 6 (which is supposed to mean Credit 
grade 6) as he was about writing it, the teacher said, 
“make sure you write the 6 upside down” (meaning a 9 
which implies Fail grade 9), then the teacher said “write 
it for all the subject you took!”. But today he owns an 

auditing firm with first class accountants working for 

him.  In my primary school days, in the early days of 

private primary schools in Nigeria, Taibat seems not 

understand what goes on in class, she practically 

struggles with everything and anything that involves 

reading 

A typical First class or second class graduate wants to 
look for a juicy job that pays well-overboard salary, then 
grow with the company after which they retire, full stop 
end of life.  A drop-out or 3rd class graduate, on the 
other hand, realizes he is at a disadvantage, so he gets to 
work, either starting a business, hustle or going into 
professional certification, from there creates a 
servicing firm which will ultimately grow and hire the 
new sets of first class and second class graduates, then 
the cycle continues. The paradox of academic 
excellence is in its inherent risk of breeding life failures 
and people who actually end up not living their dreams 
or should I say not attaining ground breaking height.

The truth is, while graduates with excellent academic 
results are relaxed, waiting for the sun to shine, the 
dropouts and the 3rd class graduates work hard to 
make their own Sunshine.

but today she owns a mall in the United States (written 
about this before in THE PAST MATTERS LESS ).

My point is academic excellence is not a measure of 
how successful one will be, what seems as an 
advantage now may soon turn out to be a disadvantage 
and vice versa. I have learned something in my life, it is 
not what people think of you but what you think of 
yourself that really matters and that academic 
declarations do not count as limitations when it comes 
to life success. The main things one has to focus on are:

6. Keep moving forward. It will be tough at first but one 
has to dig deep and find reasons not to quit. People will 
have different opinions, there will be castigations and 
reasons why it will never work but it is just one of those 
things. In the end, it makes it more awesome when you 
succeed.

2. Don't let your focus be on how to make money rather 
focus on how to add value. People can always take your 
source of income but no one can stop you from adding 
value and the price of a value added is whatever you call 
it. Even when you are employed, don't just relax and 
earn, add value such that you become forever relevant.

3. The easiest way to make wealth and fame is to solve a 
problem. There are many problems in the world waiting 
to be solved. While people who are smart and 
purposeful have continued to earn fortune from 
solving them. I am not telling you to become a savior but 
as little as organizing lessons for student re-writing 
certificate exams, running a daycare center accessible 
to many big companies, consultancy services etc. will 
ensure you do just fine to start with.

5. Start first then perfections after. Most great ideas die 
at the embryo stage because most brilliant people lack 
the mental strength to act their dreams. They want the 
idea to be perfect first before they implement. This is 
one act the 3rd class and drop-outs have mastered, 
they start first then they find ways to make it perfect 
along the way.

1. Understand what your strengths and weaknesses 
are, what treats lies before you and how you can 
surmount them then identify the opportunities ahead of 
you and how you can place yourself well enough to take 
advantage of them. Simply know yourself.

4. Keep adding value to yourself. The best investment is 
not in properties but in person. Whatever knowledge; 
by book or practical, one has gathered is like an asset 
designed to improve one's self worth and value. Learn 
new things especially something that can help you on 
your path to success.

A bad academic grade is not a one way ticket to the 
gallows of failure; in as much as it is expected of one to 
always give one's best. What we will become in life is 
not defined by anything outside us, it all lies within; our 
success or otherwise. This is practical, this is what is 
happening all around, it is reality and it is a choice we 
have to make if we want to succeed.

 Catch your favorite movies, talk shows, 
motivational videos, dance videos, The TY 
show, and online radio from all around 
world. Download the Selahstv Mobile App at 
 
www.selahsomeonetotalkto.com/selahstv/  
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I am happy to have you, so glad to have someone I could 

count on, through thick and thin, you were always there, 

like the skies above me, keeping its watch at all times, 

like that angel I chose to share my thoughts with and in 

turn touching my life in a special way.

DEAR FRIENDS

I am sorry if it seems I expect so much from you. But the 

truth is that i want to see your names in high places. 

Your dreams fulfilled and a better you every day. A 'you' 

that knows its worth, not with arrogance but pride. A 

“you” that believes that nothing is impossible for a 

determined mind with wills so strong to pull it through.

Don't worry if you have made mistakes, I understand 

and I never forget we are all humans. We have 

tendencies to falter but my faith in you is never lost. I 

believe that you are wiser, better and smarter now than 

then. I believe your past experiences have provided you 

with sufficient tools to forge ahead, please use them 

because you earned them.

And when the time of success comes my friends, don't 

be lost in it. Don't get carried away like those you 

vehemently condemn now. Remember how you hated 

oppression now don't inflict it, remember how you hope 

you can help others now, do it when you have the means 

and don't forget all your promises to God each time you 

pray, please redeem them.

My friends, though there is so much I want to share with 

you but I think you have so much to do yourself already 

and I believe you know it is of no use to acquire 

knowledge that you can't apply to your life. Spring to 

action friends, the waiting is over, now is our time.

Stay blessed

Selah

You must feel confident enough within 

yourself  to follow your own dreams.

You must be capable of  changing and 

rearranging your priorities so that your final 

goal can be achieved.

Sometimes, familiarity and comfort need to 

be challenged.

There comes a time when you must stand 

alone.

ALLOW YOUR OWN INNER LIGHT TO 

GUIDE YOU

You must be willing to make sacrifices.

Be strong enough to at least try to make your 

life better.

Appreciate yourself  by allowing yourself  the 

opportunities to grow, develop, and find 

your true sense of  purpose in this life.

Don't stand in someone else's shadow when 

it's your sunlight that should lead the way.

by Divyesh Pradeep

Be confident enough that you won't settle for 

a compromise just to get by.

There are times when you must take a few 

extra chances and create your own realities.

Watch the TYs Show
Available on Selahstv and on YouTube

ACT…you think if you fail that is the end but you have 
forgotten that failure is the only way to success, so 
ACT

ACT…many talents have been buried because they 
were looking for the right time to start, which never 
came, so ACT

ACT…you require money to start I know but I also know 
money won't find you on your bed, so ACT

ACT…life is too short to spend on contemplating what 
to do, the rights of it and the wrongs, so ACT

ACT…every new day is God's given opportunity to try it 
again, so ACT

If I was asked to motivate people in one word, the word 
will be ACT

ACT…you are scared you will fail, the truth is you may 
fail but you need to know that, so ACT

ACT…you think if you try you may fail but you have 
forgotten that if you don't try you have failed already, 
so ACT

ACT…you need an opportunity to express yourself but 
no one is giving you that, the truth is what you have in 
your head is good enough to create opportunities, so 
ACT

ACT…you have too many ideas that are begging to be 
used, the world is waiting for them, so ACT

ACT!!! My word to you, don't let anything hold you back, 
keep acting, you would lose some but then you will 
win too. Never give up on acting…try again and again 
and again and again till you are celebrated.

ACT…your age is not an excuse, younger people have 
excelled, older people have tried again, so ACT

ACT…you have spent many years planning strategies 
in your head it is time execute, so ACT

ACT…your aim is the top I understand but many at the 
top started from the bottom, so ACT

 www.selahsomeonetotalkto.com  

 I love to read from you and share your 

thoughts, reservations and questions on 

what you have read here or on 

selahsomeometoatalkto.com. 

Send a mail to selahsgroup@gmail.com 

or WhatsApp at +2348077352468 and 

you will surely get my one on one 

response, 
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